Phonics at Long Marston School
At Long Marston School we follow Read Write Inc. as our phonics scheme of work. Read Write Inc. (RWI) Phonics is a structured synthetic phonics programme developed by Ruth Miskin and to teach children to read, write and spell. It is primarily aimed at children aged 4–7 (Reception to Year 2), though it can also be used with older pupils, as one to one tutoring, who need additional phonics support. 
Overview of the Read Write Inc Phonics Scheme of Work
Purpose and Aims
The Read Write Inc programme aims to develop fluent readers, confident writers and effective communicators through systematic phonics teaching. The scheme focuses on helping children quickly learn to decode words so they can concentrate on comprehension, vocabulary and writing skills.
Key aims include:
· Teaching children to read words accurately using phonics
· Developing spelling and writing skills
· Building confidence and fluency in reading
· Supporting language development and comprehension
Structure of the Programme
1. Teaching the Sounds (Speed Sounds)
Children learn 44 phonemes in English and the graphemes that represent them. These are taught through three sets of “Speed Sounds”.
· Set 1 sounds – single letter sounds and simple digraphs (e.g. m, a, s, d, th, ch).
· Set 2 sounds – more complex vowel digraphs (e.g. ay, ee, igh, ow).
· Set 3 sounds – alternative spellings of sounds (e.g. ea, a–e, oi, ow).
Picture prompts and rhymes help children remember each sound.
2. Blending and Segmenting
Children are taught to:
· Blend sounds to read words
· Segment words into sounds for spelling
“Fred the Frog” is used to model sounding out words (known as Fred Talk), for example:
c-a-t → cat.
3. Reading Books and Story Sessions
Children read carefully levelled storybooks that only include sounds they have already learned. This allows them to practise decoding with confidence.
Reading sessions typically include:
· Re-reading for fluency 
· Vocabulary discussion
· Comprehension questions such as “Find it” and “Prove it”.
Books are organised by colour bands that correspond to children’s phonics knowledge.
	Colour Band
	Core Story Books
	Book Bag Books

	Ditty Books/Red books
	Pin it on                                     Got him                                         A cat in a pot                             Jam                                                 Pick it up                               Wuff wuff                              Let’s sing                               Let’s swim                             Cluck                                           In the mud
	 Let’s get wet                             Get him                                           The bug                                      The big net                                     Fun run                                           Nip nip nip                                        The band                                     Lots of us                                      A big black hen                              Dig it up

	Green
	On the bus                                       My dog Ned                                    Six fish                                     The spell                                Black Hat Bob                       Tug, tug                                 Chips                                            The web                                Pip’s pizza                             Stitch the witch
	The din on the bus                      Pat, the vet                                 Bad cat                                              A witch’s lunch                      Red Hat Rob                           Lots of fish                            Beth’s chip shop                 Leggy                                              This is not my pizza!                     A bed for Kit    

	Purple
	Ken’s cap                                       A bad fox                                  Big Blob and Baby Blob         Tim and Tom                                Tag                                          Elvis                                          Flip Frog and the bug            Red Ken                                  Billy the Kid                                 In the bath
	The lost truck                                    A big egg                               Dan’s party                               The best twin                              Fun on Planet Bip                  The witch’s kitchen             Black spots                            Shift it, Fred!                         This is my mum                          Ed and Rex

	Pink
	Scruffy Ted                             Tab the cat                                       In the sun                               The dressing up box                Tab’s kitten                         Sanjay stays in bed                 The greedy green gremlin        In the night                         Snow                                          So cool!
	Scruffy Ted gets lost                   Pip the parrot                       Rags                                     Sam’s bag                                Yap, yap!                                  My holiday                                    I can see you, Dad!                      Up all night                                   Let’s play in the snow        Boo’s coolest day

	Orange
	Playday                                            I think I want to be a bee           A bad fright                          Follow me!                             Too much                                    A good cook?                          Come on, Margo!                    My sort of horse                  Haircuts                                   My best shirt                        Look out!                              Hunt the tortoise
	We can play!                                  A vet’s week                       Fright Night                             Can you see me?                           A bad mood                        Good old Grandad!             Dads and karts                              Born on a farm                     Good hair, bad hair              Birthday party No thanks           A house fit for mouse                   A pet tortoise                

	Yellow
	The duckchick                             Off sick                                         Tom thumb                               The gingerbread man              Robin Hood                              Lost                                                 Do we have to keep it?      Danny & the Bump-a-lump     Grow your own radishes        The foolish witch  
	Fox’s tricks                                Miss Smith is ill                        Stuck in fog                                     A hungry fox                                   A big bag of cash                           No way!                                 Sam needs feeding               Just let me sleep                      The radish contest             Tom’s cooking class

	Blue
	Barker                                         The poor goose                           Hairy fairy                                            King of the birds                      Our house                                  The jar of oil                            Jade’s party                              Jellybean                                      A box full of light                     The hole in the hill
	A card to Grandad            Running contests                           It’s so hairy!                               Birds                                       Cool houses                            Our incredible planet         Food festivals                             Small but deadly                       The sun                                 Making sounds with instruments

	Grey
	Rex to the rescue                    The lion’s paw                                     I dare you                                     Looking after a hamster             How silly!                                   Wailing Winny’s car boot sale    Toad                                               Andrew                                           Dear vampire                               Vulture culture                               A celebration on planet Zox    A very dangerous dinosaur       The invisible clothes
	A happy pug                                  King Midas                                   Men on the moon                      Bert the explorer                      Silly games                                   Dad makes a mistake               Frog or toad?                                The lifeboat crew                           The Train of Fear                     Carrion creatures                       Pay attention, please                         Dinosaur times                        Rumpelstiltskin 



4. Writing Development
Children apply their phonics knowledge to writing by:
· Practising correct letter formation
· Using phonics to spell words
· Building sentences and simple compositions
Children often rehearse sentences orally before writing, which supports language development.
Teaching Approach
Read Write Inc lessons follow several core teaching principles:
· Purpose – clear learning focus for each activity
· Participation – all pupils actively involved
· Partner work – children practise with a partner
· Praise and encouragement to build confidence
Children are also grouped according to reading ability rather than age, ensuring teaching is targeted to their phonics level.
Assessment and Progression
Children are assessed regularly (around every 6–8 weeks) to monitor progress and ensure they are placed in the correct phonics group.
Progression typically moves through:
1. Learning sounds
2. Blending sounds to read words
3. Reading captions and short texts (“ditties”)
4. Reading structured storybooks
5. Developing comprehension and writing skills
Typical Lesson Structure
A daily RWI phonics lesson (usually around 30 - 60 minutes, depending on which level) often includes:
1. Revising previously taught sounds
2. Teaching a new sound or spelling pattern
3. Word reading and spelling practice
4. Reading a storybook or text
5. Holding a sentence
6. Editing 
7. Build a sentence
8. Grammar
9. Comprehension 
This repetition helps children build automaticity and fluency.


Summary
Read Write Inc Phonics is a systematic, highly structured literacy programme that teaches children to read through synthetic phonics. By learning sounds, blending words and practising reading through structured texts, pupils develop the foundations needed for fluent reading, writing and comprehension. If you have any queries or concerns, please speak to your class teacher. For more information please see the reading at home booklet and the frequently asked questions document found in the phonics section of the school website. 
